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The INFORMATIVE CONTENT of the Bear Mountadis Trail- 
side Museum and Nature Trail Educational Program. 


EAR MOUNTAIN 
TRAILSIDE MUSHZUMS AND NATUR TRAILS 
BEAR MOUNTAIN, NEW YORK 


Operated by the 
PALISADES INTERSTATE PARK COMMISSION 
AND 
THE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 


The Museums and Nature Trails are located 
on the west bank of the Hudson River, forty- 
five miles north of New York City, near the 
entrance to Bear Mountain Bridge. The area 
may be reached on highway routes, 9-W, 6, 
and 202, also by West Shore Railroad and The 
Hudson River Day Line, 


Included in the nature trail area are 
the following: 


*Trailside Historical and Archaeological Museum 
*Trailside Zoology Museum 
*Trailside Geology Museum 

*Trailside Beaver Museum 
*Hyde Memorial Library 
*Trailside Crafthouse 
The Fernery 
*Fort Clinton 

Fish Pool 
Snake Pit 

*Animal Area 

*Two and one-half miles of Nature Trails. 


* Open free, daily from 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. 
Others closed in winter, 


BEAR MOUNTAIN 
TRAILSIDE MUSEUMS AND NATURE TRAILS 
BEAR MOUNTAIN, NEW YORK 


FACTUAL REPORT SUMMARY FOR 1939 


ae ae ee 


The five Trailside Museums and two and 
one-quarter miles of Nature Trails, located 
on the fifty seven acre area between: Bear 
Mountain Inn and Bear Mountain Bridge, are 
operated jointly by the Palisades Interstate 
Park Commission and the American Museum of 
Natural History. Many new features, advances 
in various types of educational endeavor, 
and general improvement of buildings, trails 
and grounds were effected during the year. 
The museums and nature trails maintained an 
enlarged program wherein contacts with the 
public and with various organizations and 
institutions throughout the country have been 
concerned. <A summary of activities, additions 
and contacts follows: 


In addition to regular museum 

ACTIVITIES and trail activities reported 
| in former years, the Trailside 
Museums, in 1939, inaugurated new programs 
of aid to outside organizations, including 
Special help to the National Park Service, 
the Boy and Girl Scouts of America, the Garden 
Club of America, numerous state and municipal 
parks, the American Camping Association, the 
National Association of Audubon Societies, 
the Wallkill State Prison, the New York His- 
torical Society, and many museums of natural 
history and other related institutions in- 
terested in the field of out-of-door education 
and conservation. This aid included visits, 
lectures, demonstrations, and projected pro- 


grams for the agencies mentioned. Some two 


hundred and twenty two organizations were 
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aided directly as indicated above, Staff mem- 
bers visited nature education centers, for the 
purpose of aiding inthe establishment of nature 
trails in Richmond, Virginia, York, Maine 
Schenectady, New York, and other sections with 
expenses paid by the organizations involved. 


More than 62,000 school children from the 
greater New York area visited the trails and 
museums during the year. In addition, numerous 
college and university groups came for aid 
in specific problems concerning their courses 
of study, especially in relation to field 
geology and zoology. <A guiding and lecture 
program, maintained throughout the year, was 
provided forany group requesting this service. 
Assistance was also furnished to the five 
Regional Museums operated and maintained by 
the Camping Department of the Park. Numerous 
groups of children and adults from camps, both 
Within the park and from outside of its boun- 
daries, were guided and cared for during the 
summer months. 


The Trailside staff assisted in building 
exhibits for various institutions, including 
one in the Waldorf Astoria for the National 
Life Conservation Society, another at Bretton 
Woods, New Hampshire, for the Fifth National 
Training School of Boy Scout Executives, and 
Others. Several radio stations were fur- 
nished with information concerning our work 
and, in addition, we aided prominent broad- 
casters, including Mary Margaret McBride, who 
devoted two programs to our trails, during 
the year. 


Increased interest in out-of-door photog- 
raphy resulted in the extensive use of camer- 
as by thousands of visitors. The extent to 
which this hobby has grown, in the past few 
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years, is reflected in the inclusion of this 
item in this summarized report. Trailside 
Staff members spent many hours helping photog- 
raphers secure adequate pictures of various 
animals. Assistance rendered included posing 
snakes in the snake pit, bringing fish tanks 
out-of-doors and carrying beaver to the out- 
door fish pool. This latter procedure was 
repeated so many times that we were seriously 
considering calling the "fish pool" the "beaver 
pond"? 


The contacts, noted above, have proved of 
foremost assistance, directly and indirectly, 
wherein we have endeavored to keep abreast of 
the great advances in American out-of-door 
educational methods. Cooperation with other 
interested agencies has taught valuable lessons 
concerning the ever-present problem of approach 
to increasing numbers of visitors. We have 
been aided in the planning of new exhibits, 
the preparation of added instructional mate- 
rials and the formulation of new ideas. Our 
attendance has grown proportionately asa result 
of these practical extra-mural activities. 


A noticeable increase in book, 
PUBLICATIONS -iajsazine, journal, and news- 


AND paper accounts of Trailside 
PUBLICITY Museum activities informed 


added people and organizations 
of our work. Sixteen magazine articles, in- 
cluding one whichwas reprinted in the READER'S 
DIGEST, one hundred and thirty two newspaper 
stories, six editorials, and other accounts, 
relating to Trailside Museum endeavor, appeared 
during the year. 


Considerable attention was givento authors 
and scientists in connection with the prep- 
aration of papers on various subjects, in- 
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cluding general nature stories, scientific 
accounts, popular magazine articles and jour- 
mal notices. Of interest in this connection 
was aid given to Mr. Carl Carmer relative to 
his book, THE HUDSON. We also assisted Miss 
Frances —E. Clarke in her book, GREAT WILD 
ANIMAL STORIES OF OUR DAY, published by the 
Macmillan Company for the American Humane 
Society. We guided numerous museum people 
from widely separated areas, including visi- 
tors from New Zealand and Australia. These 
latter gentlemen were provided with matcrial 
for publicationin their countries where nature 
trails and outdoor museums are being estab- 
lished. 


Material for publication was prepared for 
the American Scenic and Historic Preservation 
society, the REGIONAL REVIEW and the 1940 
YEARBOOK OF PARK AND RECREATION PROGRESS of 
the National Park Service, NATURAL HISTORY, 
the journal of the American Museum of Natural 
History, THE MUSEUM NEWS, BULLETIN TO THE 
SCHOOLS of the University of the State of 
New York and others. 


Manuscripts were read and checked for 
the National Park Service, The Hudson Valley 
Conservation Society, the Boy Scouts of America 
and other groups, principally in connection 
with conservation campaigns, college require- 
ments, and general public informational use. 


More than 420,000 people visited 
ATTENDANCE the Nature Trails and Trailside 
Museums during the year. Traffic 
en routeto the New York World's Fair accounted 
for the presence of thousands of visitors. 


A notable group came to us on the twenty 
sixth of July in connection with the unveil- 
ingof a flagpole on mot te alms of Fort Clinton 


in celebrationof the two hundredth anniversary — 
of the birthof General George Clinton. Twenty 
two Hudson Valley Patriotic and Historical 
Societies and the West Point Military Academy 
cooperated in the exercises. Other typical, 

large, special groups, in addition to the 
various school and college organizations, 
were the Worcester, Massachusetts Council 
Boy Scouts' visit and the Garden Club of Amer- 
ica meeting. 


On August twenty first, Mrs. Franklin 
D. Roosevelt spent several hours at the Trail- 
Side Museums while inspecting our National 
Youth Administration Project. A large gath-= 
ering accompanied Mrs. Roosevelt on her tour. 


On June twenty secondan out-of-door dinner 
was helc at Trailside for the Staff and Staff 
Wives of the American Museumof Natural History. 


Automobile licenses from every state in 
the union were represented in our parking 
space curing the year. Visitors from eighteen 
foreign countries made tiemselves known to us. 
General automobile attendance increased to 
the extent that our present parking space 
proved totally inadequate. The space accom-= 
modates twenty automobiles. On an average 
Sunday afternoon, some two hundred cars are 
usually present. The result is thet auto= 
mobiles are parked along the main highway, 
on both sides, from the Bear Mountain Bridge 
entrance to the traffic circle, some tenth 
of a mile distant. The overcrowding entails 
the employment, by the Park, of a uniformed 
officer to care for pedestrians and autos. 
Our parking space has been very well occupied 
through the four seasons. Visitors, who arrive 
in the early evening, are growing constantly 
in number. 
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Despite increased attendance, vendalisi 
showed a real decrease. There has been a 
gradual decline in outdoor offenses at the 
Bear Mountain Trailside Museums and Nature 
Trails. 


Durins the past year a number 
WeW EXHIBITS, of new exhibits have been add- 


EQUIPIENT ed to every one of the five 
AND museum buildings, including 
DONATIONS three miniature habitat groups 


in the historical Building, 
added exhibits in the Geology Museum, a more 
effective display in the Beaver Building, 
ana numerous additions in the Zoology Museun 
ana also in the out-of-coor animel area. 


The Wature Trailswere completely relabeled 
during the year, and a new Geology Trail was 
established. New typesof tactile trail labels 
were developed, including revolving triangular 
and drum-shaped signs. More then one hundred 
and fifty label posts were added. Hurricane 
damage to the treil area was considerable. 
The task of removing debris occupied several 
weeks. The original trail entrance arbor, 
destroyed by the storm, was restored. 


Other construction work included a con- 
erete floor in the Craftshop, completely re- 
built work benches and storage compartments 
for the same building, a flag pole, made en- 
tirely at Trailside from a dead cedar tree, 
anew snapping turtle pit, repairs to the 
snake pit, drinking fountains, and many other 
Similar details. 


Two new oil burning heaters were installed 
in the office and the library and a new coal 
stove was placed in the Beaver Museum. The 
purchases were made possible through the dona- 
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tion of Miss Mabel L. Hyde of Ridgefield, 
Connecticut. Fuel for the stoves was contri- 
buted by Senator Thomas C. Desmond of Newburgh, 
New York. Additions to the library include 
some two hundred volumes and five hundred 
separates and pamphlets. New specimens in 
the Trailside Fernery bring the number of 
species to sixty eight. Our fernery is now 
one of the most complete in eastern North 
America. Many plants were also added along 
the Nature Trails and near the parking space 
area. 


The inclusion of some twenty two hawks 
and Owls in a new outdoor "falconry" exhibit 
proved to be one of the most popular exhibitions 
of its kind we have ever staged. This display 
was primarily a conservation teaching device. 
During the spring, a deer pen was built near 
the Trailside Beaver Museum and two bottle- 
raised Virginia deer fawns were exhibited to 
the delight of everyone who saw them. 


For the first time in five years, we were 
enabled to employ a geologist with the result 
that the Geology Museum now contains three 
new exhibits, including special displays of 
local minerals, a glacial model and an exhibit 
to depict the ironores of the Hudson Highlands. 
A new mineral in our region, spinel, was dis- 
covered during the summer. A case for the 
Gordon Mastodon was built in the Craftshop 
and the partial skcleton is now on display. 


Exhibits in the Trailside Zoology Museum 
included complete living check lists of all 
reptiles, amphibians and fish of the Bear 
Mountain Park area. The collections were 
maintained throughout the summer. Twelve 
species of mammals and ten of birds were ex- 
hibited outdoors. In addition, the bears, 
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elk and deer were on view in the regular park 
zoo near the Bear Mountain swimming pool. 


A most valuable addition to our supplies 
involved a wealth of material presented to 
Trailside by Mrs. Helen Chauncey Bronson Hyde 
of Santa Fe, New Mexico. Mrs. Hyde sent on 
Benjamin Talbot Babbitt Hyde's (Uncle Bennie's) 
photographic and scientific equipment, includ- 
ing two large microscopes, twosplendid cameras, 
a motion picture camera tripod and related 
articles, all very much needed. It seems 
fitting that Uncle Bennie's material should 
come back to Bear Mountain Park, the scene of 
his great endeavors from 1919 to 1926. Uncle 
Bennie was the founder of the out-of-door 
museum movement in America. 


Historical and Archaeo- 
COLLECTIONS, logical field werk includ- 
SCIENTIFIC WORK, ed studies of local pre- 
FUTURE PLANNING. historic Indians and re- 

mains of the Revolutionary 
War activity in the region. Indian rock- 
shelters and village sites produced new mate- 
rial, all of Algonquin culture. The finding 
of a medium size Algonquin pottery vessel 
by museum staff workers and the acquisition 
or another small pot of unusual design throws 
more light onthe ceramic art of the aborigines 
of the Highlands. 


The Russell Hallock collection of some 
five thousand specimens was placed on exhi- 
bition in a new case constructed in the Craft- 
shop. Thisinvaluable addition embraces almost 
all types of stone artifacts to be found in 
this part of the state. 


Vassar College students of archaeology, 
under the direction of Dr. Mary Butler, were 
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given access to all sites known to us as well 
as ample opportunity to study our collections, 
Members of the Van Epps Hartley Chapter of the 
New York State Archaeological Association 
were assisted also in an effort to co-relate 
the material culture of the Mohawk Valley with 
certain phases of the “early” occupation of 
sites of this region. 


Testing and locating building and forti- 
fication sites within Forts Clinton and Monte 
gomery brought to light many relics of the 
period from 1776 - 1777. Fort Montgomery 
specimens may date from 1776 to 1782 as this 
location served as a place of rendezvous as 
well as an outpost battery under Colonel Rufus 
Putnam from 1779 onwards. No extensive ex= 
cavating was undertaken but in the limited 
areas tested many buttons, musket balls and 
Other military materials were found. Two 
dioramas and twelve individual figures were 
prepared to illustrate the life of the Indian 
and the Revolutionary soldicr in the Highlands 
of the Hudson. Numerous prints of local Revo- 
lutionary War personages and early views of the 
region were framed and displayed on the walls. 


Temporary exhibits have been on view at 
various times. One display reviewed the ex= 
tremes of fashions in female dress showing 
bustle frames, bonnets and fashion plates of 
the 1870 decade. Much interest was created 
in view of the attempt to revive the bustle 
this year. From the derogatory remarks made by 
women visitors, it seems unlikely that this 
revival will be a permanent success. 


Work was continued on various mammal and 
bird check lists maintained at the Museums, 
including a winter field survey of ducks, both 
in the Park and on the Hudson River nearby. 


9 


A considerable correspondence was carried on 
with scientific institutions relating to this 
work. In addition, the ecological survey and 
study of the Park, as a whole, has been in 
progress throughout the four seasons. 


An extensive protection program was fol- 
lowed concerning various birds in the region, 
especially in regard to the Duck Hawks which 
nest on Storm King and also on the Palisades. 
This campaign was forwarded in connection with 
the Audubon Society. Bird banding records 
were sent to the Department of Agriculture 
and general cooperation was given to some 
eighteen scientific societies. At present, 
we are endeavoring to raise a fund to extend 
our ecological survey and to provide for the 
publication of materials now on hand. Scien- 
tific reports on the birds and mammals of the 
region await only necessary funds for their 
issuance. 


The Spring and Summer Staff included 
STAFF the Director, Nature Trail Chief, 

Zoologist, Botanist,Historian and Ar- 
chaeologist, Geologist, Secretary, Mechanic, 
Assistant Zoologist, Assistant Botanist, Gar- 
dener, two Biologists (provided through a 
Scholarship ofthe Rockland County Conservation 
Association) ,Librarian, (provided by the Works 
Progress Administration), twenty volunteer 
workers, eighteen National Youth Administration 
assistants who are employed for five days each 
month. In winter a reduced staff of five 
museum employees operate Trailside. 
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TRAILSIDE MUSEUM AND NATURE TRAIL BOOKLETS 


PRINTED, ILLUSTRATED AND PUBLISHED 


BY 
THE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 
CENTRAL PARK WEST AT 79TH STREET 
WZW YORK, N. Y. 


TITLE PRICE 
SIGNS ALONG THE TRAIL - 1927 & «lS 
BLAZING NATURE'S TRAIL - 1929 ol5 
TRAILSIDE CONVERSATIONS - 1930 ° 20 


TRAILSIDE ACTIONS AND REACTIONS - 1931 220 


TRATLSIDE FAMILY - 1932 20 
TRAILSIDE INTERDEPENDENCE - 1933 o15 
TRAILSIDE TRANSFORMATION - 1934 eld 
TEN YEARS OF NATURE TRAILING - 1937 025 


The publications, listed above, describe 
the establishment and general methods of pro- 
cedure, wherein the development of the Bear 
Mountain Nature Trails and Trailside Museums 


are concerned, 
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IN APPRECIATION 


We wish to thank the many organizations and 
individuals who have aided the Bear /[lountain 
Trailside Museums during this, our most stren- 
uous year. More than four hundred friends 
have given freely of time, money and materials 
during 1939. We regret that the limited scope 
of this report prevents the inclusion of a 
list of donors. Boys and girls, men and women 
have all helped. Donations have ranged froin 
historical and archaeological collections 
to geological, zoological and botanical speci- 
mens, cameras, Microscopes, photograpns, books, 
library and office equipment, hardware, lumber, 
tools, veterinary equipment, and other items 
necessary for the operation and maintenance 
of nature trails, out-of-door animal areas 
and Trailside Museums, To allof these friends, 
we express our gratitude. 
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